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The Future of Iran-China Economic Relations and its Impacts on
Iranian Businesses: Possible Scenarios

Mostafa Mohammadi
Lecturer in Strategic Management, Shahid Beheshti University

Head of Youth Committee, Iran-China Friendship Association

(mostafal234@gmail.com)

Abstract

People’s Republic of China is one of emergent powers of the world today. With upper-
middle class income, the country is the second biggest economy in the world. China’s
grand strategy has changed from revisionism to developmentalism since 1979, and
therefore, foreign policy of the country has been more economy-centric and a part of
its development process. Belt and Road Initiative is one of ambitious plans of China.
Political relationships between Iran and China have been formally established since
half a century ago and with small ups and downs, has been generally improving during
recent years. In this study, with an interdepartmental approach, four scenarios were
identified based on two main factors: “operationalization of JCPOA” and “finalization
and operationalization of long-term cooperation agreement between the two
countries.” The four scenarios are “Iran economic boost”, “West-oriented economy”,
“East-oriented economy”, and “Downturn” with different probabilities, for each of
which we explained possible situations and requirements for seizing the opportunities
would be created.

Keywords: economic relations, scenario, business, Iran, China.
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